
      

          SILVER EXPRESS 
       October - December 2015 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
We welcome a new year – 2016!  With a new year comes hopes and dreams and best wishes for success – and 
most of all, a wish for a peaceful world, understanding and empathy towards others.  (and a minimum of 
political  phone calls!!!)  We also think about what we want to accomplish with our Weimaraners in the 
coming year!  We are including with this Newsletter 
mailing, information about TYPES OF COMPETITION 
AND FUN FOR YOUR WEIMARANER.  If you wish to 
know more about any of these venues or want to get 
involved in a training class, e-mail 
windwalker@powernet.net and we will find a class and 
mentor for you.  Not only are these events fun for your 
dog, but you can meet folks with similar interests and 
those ribbons and titles that you quality for as a team 
with your dog are a great feeling of accomplishment.    
You can start with basics such as an Obedience class or 
bring your Weimaraner to one of our SFBWC field 
training days.  Get involved as a volunteer at one of our 
events to see what competition is all about.  Want to be 
an officer in our club?  Want to volunteer to help with 
Weimaraner Rescue?   Want to join Weimaraner Club of 
America and get involved with Weimaraners on a 
National level?  Or…..do you just want to make a New 
Year’s resolution to walk your dog every day which is 
good for both of you.  Whatever you decide……go for it!  
 

WEIMARANER EVENTS COMING UP:     Club training day with Dan McDermott 

 
1/8-10/2016: San Francisco Bay Weimaraner Club Agility Trial at Santa Rosa Fairgrounds.  We need volunteers 
to assist Lori  Abbott who is putting on this event for SFBWC.   Please contact Debbie Gross if you can 
volunteer even for a few hours. Weimmom8@aol.com, 707 718-5976. This event is a good source of income 
for our club so we need to show Lori our support. 
 
1/17/2016: Our next CLUB  FIELD TRAINING DAY    will be held at Quail Point Hunt Club, 2925 County Road 14, 
Zamora, Ca. 95698 (530 735-6217  http://www.quailpoint.com).  If you would like to bring your Weimaraner, 
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please contact Dan McDermott at dmderm99@gmail.com  to reserve your spot as spaces are limited.  Please 
see the flyer in this newsletter. 
 
1/17/2016:  Our AFTER THE HOLIDAYS PARTY will be held January 17th after the training day. We are planning 

a holiday lunch with a white elephant gift exchange immediately after the training day on Sunday January 17th 

at Mary's Pizza Shack, 1460 Ary Lane, Dixon, CA 95620  phone:  707-693-0700.  We will meet at 1PM.  

Questions??  Contact Dan McDermott at dmderm99@gmail.com  .  Come and join the fun and meet fellow club 

members! 

5/14/2016:   WEIMARANER CLUB OF AMERICA RATING TESTS:  Shooting and Retrieving Ratings at Hastings 
Island Hunt Club, Rio Vista.  You must be a member of Weimaraner Club of America to qualify for Ratings so 
join today! www.weimaranerclubofamerica.org  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 

1/8-10/2015    SAN FRANCISCO BAY WEIMARANER CLUB AGILITY TRIAL, Santa Rosa Fairgrounds.  Entrys are  
  closed.  This event is put on by Lori Abbott of Abbott Dogs www.abbadogs.com  For details go  
  to their website.  SFBWC is sponsoring this trial and needs club member volunteers to help out.  
  Please  call Debbie Gross 775 972-7804 weimmom8@aol.com if you can volunteer, even for a  
  few hours.  

1/9  ABBA DOG RATTERS BARN HUNT, Santa Rosa Fairgrounds.  Entrys close 1/4.    
  www.abbadogs.com  

1/16  SACRAMENTO COUNCIL OF DOG CLUBS ALL BREED FUN MATCH:  CGC, Rally, Obedience,       
  Conformation. Canine Competitive Gym, Sacramento.  Pre Entrys due 1/5 $12.  Day of match  
  entrys $15.  Volunteer stewards needed. CURRENTNEWSLETTER\2016 FLYER.doc 
  Questions: Vanessa Engelback 916 729-0598  Pam 916 729-5090 

1/17  SFBWC FIELD TRAINING DAY:  Quail Point Hunt Club, Zamora, Ca.  You must make reservations  
  for your dog – Dan McDermott, dmderm99@gmail.com.  Training will be followed by our  
  annual AFTER THE HOLIDAYS PARTY at Mary’s Pizza Shack , 1460 Ary Lane, Dixon (white  
  elephant gift exchange).  If you can’t come to the training day, meet us in Dixon at the party. 

1/23 & 24 ABBA DOG RATTERS BARN HUNT, Eureka Fairgrounds.  Entrys close 1/19 
  LOST COAST KENNEL CLUB OBEDIENCE & RALLY TRIALS, Eureka Fairgrounds.  Three Obedience  
  Trials and three Rally events,  Entrys close 1/8  www.abbadogs.com 
 
1/23 & 24   INTERNATIONAL ALL BREED CANINE ASSOCIATION DOG SHOW,  Sonoma County Fairgrounds, 
  Santa Rosa.  Written Critique for your dog by the judge, International titles awarded.  Closing  
  Date 1/15.  Also Express Show on Saturday, Handling Seminar and classes for Juniors and Adult  
  Handling Competition.  Go to www.iabca.com for full information.   
 
2/5  VIZSLA CLUB OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA AGILITY TRIAL, Santa Rosa Fairgrounds.  Unlimited  
  entrys.   www.abbadogs.com  
 
2/12  ENGLISH COCKER SPANIEL AGILITY TRIAL, Santa Rosa Fairgrounds.  Entrys close 1/28. 
  www.abbadogs.com  

2/13 & 14        ABBA DOG RATTERS BARN HUNT, Santa Rosa Fargrounds,  Entrys close 2/9    
  www.abbadogs.com  
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2/21  PULI CLUB OF AMERICA AGILITY TRIAL, Santa Rosa Fairgrounds.  Entrys close 2/4   
  www.abbadogs.com  

DOG SHOWS AND OBEDIENCE, RALLY, AGILITY. FIELD & TRACKING EVENTS – CALIFORNIA 

1/1-3/2016 Sonoma County Agility Club  Santa Rosa  Agility  Closed 
1/3  Sacramento Dog Training Club Elk Grove  Tracking Closed 
1/8,9,10 San Francisco Bay Weimaraner Clb.   Santa Rosa  Agility  Closed 
1/22  South Coast Vizsla Club  California city  Field Trial Closes 1/17 
1/23, 24 Lost Coast Kennel Club of Calif. Eureka   Obed./Rally Closes 1/6 
1/24  Sacramento Dog Training Club Sacramento  Tracking Closes 1/14 
1/29  California Brittany Club  California city  Field Trial Closes 1/22 
1/29, 30 Mensona Kennel Club   Santa Rosa  Agility  Closes 1/13 
1/30, 31 Golden Gate Kennel Club  Daly City  Show/Rally Closes 1/13 
1/31  Two Rivers Agility Club of Sacto. Rancho Cordova   Tracking Closes 1/21 
1/31  Mensona Kennel Club   Santa Rosa  Agility  Closes 1/13 
2/5  San Diego Brittany Club  California city  Field Trial Closes 1/30 
2/5  Germ. Shthr.Ptr.Clb. of Snta.Clara Val. Porterville  Field Trial Closes 1/28 
2/6, 7  South Coast Vizsla Club  California City  Hunt Test Closes 2/1 
2/6, 7  Vizsla Club of No. California  Santa Rosa  Agility  Closes 1/21 
2/6, 7  Sun Maid Kennel Club   Fresno   Show/Obed. Closes 1/20 
2/13, 14 California Brittany Club  California City  Hunt Test ? 
2/13, 14 San Diego Brittany Club  California city  Hunt Test ? 
2/19,20,21 Santa Clara Valley Kennel Club San Jose  Show/Obed/Rally Closes 2/3 
2/21  Two Rivers Agility Club  Rancho Cordova Tracking Closes 2/11 
2/26,27,28 Mensona Kennel Club   Santa Rosa  Agility  Closes 2/10 
2/28  Sacramento Dog Training Club Sacramento  Tracking Closes 2/18 
2/28  Palo Alto Foothills Tracking. Asc. Morgan Hill  Tracking Closes 2/18 
3/4,5,6  Mt. Diablo Dog Trng. Club  Sacramento  Agility  Closes 2/18 
3/10,11 Sequoia Kennel club   Hanford  Show  Closes 2/24 
3/12  Kings Kennel Club    Hanford  Show  Closes 2/24 
3/13  Palo Alto Foothills Tracking Asc. Morgan Hill  Tracking Closes 3/3 
3/19, 20 Vallejo Dog Training Club  Dixon   Agility  Closes 3/3 
3/21  Vizsla Club of America   Corning  Field Trial Closes 3/7 
3/24,25,26 San Mateo Kennel Club  Vallejo   Show/Obed/Rally Closes 3/9 
3/25  No. Calif. Brittany Club  Corning  Field Trial Closes 3/11 
3/26, 27 Oakland Kennel Club   Vallejo   Show  Closes 3/9 
3/26  German Shthr.Ptr.Club of NSV Rio Vista  Hunt Test Closes 3/30 
3/27  Davis Dog Training Club  Rancho Cordova Tracking Closes 3/9 
3/27  Monterey Bay Dog Training Club        Seaside  Tracking Closes 3/17 
4/3   Santa Clara Dog Training Club  Morgan Hill  Tracking Closes 3/16 

GENERAL AND ENTRY INFORMATION: – Go to www.infodog.com.  Click on Show Information, Shows by State, 
California, Name of Show.  This will bring up info on the Superintendent/Secretary and Premium List/Entry (if 
available).  If you don’t have a dog to enter or just want to go and watch, it is a great opportunity to see some 
fine working dogs.  We have listed field events in California City as both Northern and Southern California dog 
clubs are using these field grounds for Hunt Tests and Field Trials.  California City is located near Mohave and 
Edwards Air Force Base.  You may also obtain more information by doing an internet search on the dog clubs 

http://www.abbadogs.com/
http://www.infodog.com/


and contacting them directly.  If you are unable to obtain current info on an event, contact 
windwalker@powernet.net  .  NOTE:  The Closing date is the date the entry must have been received by the 
Superintendent or Secretary of the event.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

               SAN FRANCISCO BAY WEIMARANER CLUB FIELD PRACTICE DAY 

  Sunday, 1/17 at 9:00 am - Field practice day 

Who: Interested SFBWC members and guests – no experience needed 

What: Field training on live chukar 

Where:  Quail Point Hunt Club  

 29625 County Road 14, Zamora, Ca. 95698 

 Phone:  530 735-6217    http://www.quailpoint.com 

  

When:  SUNDAY, January 17 @ 9:00 am All Dogs 

How: You MUST RSVP to Dan McDermott by Jan. 12th 

 Email: dmcderm99@gmail.com    Cell phone: 925-858-8018 

Cost: Beginner dog ($35 Members / $50 non-members) 

 Intermediate dog ($45 members / $60 non-members) 

 

Beginner: Dogs with limited or no exposure to birds.   

 Your dog will be exposed to birds and the gun. 

Intermediate: Dogs that are pointing birds 

 Your dog will be shown the benefits of being steady  

 

We will all meet at the Club House at 9:00 am and then drive to the training field.  We will work the 

beginner dogs separately from the intermediate dogs.  Please remember that Quail Point rules 

require you to sign in and out at the Club   

 

 

 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET TO COME TO OUR “AFTER THE HOLIDAYS PARTY”, 1:PM  AT MARY’S PIZZA 
SHACK IN DIXON AFTER TRAINING!!! 

IMPORTANT NOTE - YOU MUST RSVP.  It is important to know in advance how 

many dogs will be training and how many birds are needed.  We may need to 

limit participation for each group – If necessary, dogs will be selected on first 

come first serve basis.  
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

     THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY WEIMARANER CLUB  

               “AFTER THE HOLIDAYS” PARTY!!!                                                      

         JANUARY 17, 1 PM  

                           (1PM – Social Hour   2PM-Lunch) 

                             MARY’S PIZZA SHACK,      
               1560 ARY LANE, DIXON, CA 95620                
(707 693-0300   JUST OFF I-80 AT PITT SCHOOL ROAD 

EXIT) 

This will be a luncheon (all attendees will be responsible for 
their own food and drinks).  There will be a White Elephant 
type gift exchange for those who want to participate, $25 limit.  
All members and Weimaraner Friends are invited.  This will 
follow our field training session at Quail Point Hunt Club.  
Those not attending the training can meet us at the 
restaurant.  Please RSVP to dmdermott99@gmail.com    

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

We wish Chris Nygren a speedy recovery from his recent open heart surgery.  He will have 
several months of healing but is doing pretty well so far.   Please feel free to send him a get 
well card at 175 Elvira Street, Livermore, Ca. 94550.  He would love to hear from you. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

HUNTING WITH WEIMARANERS 
Martha Zimet        415 205-0989             zimet@manray.com                     December 13, 2015 

I have owned Weimaners for over twenty years, and while I once competed in AKC and WCA events with my 
dogs, today I hunt exclusively with them. My friend and mentor, Brad Higgins of Higgins Gundogs, lives in 
Nevada, and has a license to hunt year on the BLM land that adjoins his property.  I go to Nevada at least once 
a month with the dogs to hunt pheasant, chukar (partridge) and quail. This has been a gradual process for me 
over the years to move from field competition to simply having personal hunting dogs. Today, my dogs can 
manage coveys of wild birds, so that they will track running birds great distances, with the intention of getting 
them stopped so they can be flushed, shot and retrieved. If you have never seen dogs manage coveys of wild 
birds, it is a sight to behold. When the birds slow down, the dogs slow down so they are almost tiptoeing; 
when the birds speed up, the dogs speed up, but being careful not to flush the birds themselves.  

mailto:dmdermott99@gmail.com
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Sophia after tracking a covey of partridge 1000 yards, gets them stopped 

Brad Higgins sparingly gives Higgins Gun Dog (HGD) titles to dogs that in his words: Unlike conventionally 
trained dogs, a Higgins Gundog chooses to cooperate and understands that he needs the handler (shooter) in 
order to be successful. He consistently displays all of his natural drive, focus, intensity and steadiness while 
hunting and managing his birds. 

Higgins Gun Dogs are steady to wing, shot, fall, retrieve only when released, and honor other dogs.  They have 
been seasoned by scenarios with wild birds whose behavior cannot be predicted.  My dog Sophia, has been a 
Higgins Gun Dog (HGD) since December, 2013.  

I adopted my youngster, Ruger, in March, 2014, when he was 10 months old. I was his third home in 10 
months, and he had a lot of baggage.  When I first brought him to Brad, he asked me if I knew what I was 
doing. I honestly said ‘No’ but I was going for it anyway. It was a dream of mine to hunt both Sophia and Ruger 
together, with me handling both dogs. The first time we let Ruger go to investigate birds, he came to me, 

circled behind and sat at the 
perfect ‘heel’ position. We 
obviously had a lot of work to 
do to rehabilitate him as a 
hunting dog. No matter what 
Ruger’s past was, I have found 
that love and consistency can 
heal most things. Ruger became 
a Higgins Gun Dog in October, 
2015, which is nothing short of 
amazing.  Today, I hunt both 
Sophia and Ruger together in 
the high desert of Nevada. 

                     

Ruger honoring English Pointer Glenn 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                           Sophia honoring Ruger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sophia on point 

 
 
Here are some of their videos:  
Sophia Managing a Covey 
Ruger Learning to Manage Running Birds 
Ruger Getting His Higgins Gun Dog (HGD) Title 

https://youtu.be/1dI_o50-Xu8
https://youtu.be/vGXi76oWO4w
https://youtu.be/iGUB5_qIgmk


BRAGS AND WAGS: 

NEW SHOW CHAMPIONS!       ROCKVILLE WEIMARANERS 

 

NAT' INT BABY CH & CH ROCKVILLE'S SF GIANTS HALL 
OF FAME CGC, CGCA, CGCU  
FAME  went WINNERS DOG AND BEST OF WINNERS 
AND BEST PUPPY at the Shoreline Dog Fanciers 
Association show at Costa Mesa on Dec. 5 
for a 4 Point Major to finish his show Championship.  
Fame is owned, trained and handled by his owner 
Taria Sarkisian.   
 

 

 

 
 

CH ROCKVILLE’S WILLIE MAC 
WILLIE MAC finished his show Championship going Winner’s Dog at 
the Del Valle Dog Club of Livermore show in Pleasanton with 
supported entry by the Sacramento Valley Weimaraner Club on 
October 17. He just turned 9 months old the day before he earned 
his title.  He is owned  by Robbie McAlexander  and was shown by 
co-owner Kris Muratori. 
 

 
 
 
CH ROCKVILLE’S SILVER DAY ON THE MOUND 
MADISON finished her show Championship going Best of Winners 
and Best Opposite Sex at the San Joaquin Kennel Club Show in 
Stockton November 22.  She is owned by Debbie Gross and was 
shown by Kris Muratori 

 

 

 

 

 

CH ROCKVILLE’S SILVER DAY AT THE YARD 
AMY G finished her show Championship going Best of 
Winners and Best Opposite Sex a the San Joaquin 
Kennel Club Show in Stockton on November 23.  She is 
owned by Bruce Gross and was shown by Kris Muratori  



From Martha Zimet:  We thank Martha for submitting her article about training and hunting her 
Weimaraners and give her a BIG CONGRATULATIONS on Ruger’s new title as a HIGGINS GUN DOG. Ruger 
has incredible range and he has been known to hold point for over 10 minutes on a bird that is in plain sight 
while we catch up to him. I am very proud of my dogs, and they are doing what they were originally bred 

for.    It is quite challenging and exciting to handle two dogs at once during a hunt without e-collars, etc. 

Brad Higgins, who is a man of few compliments, has said that Sophia is the finest hunting Weimaraner 

he has ever seen. I am the first person to have two Weimaraners with HGD titles. It has been an amazing 

three years! 

From Maary Petkevich:  MURPHY has been qualifying for lots of ribbons at the 
barn hunts. He has moved up to the Masters class!  Congratulations Murphy! 

From Taria Sarkisian:  FAME is pictured 
winning Best of Winners at Bonanza 
Kennel Club.  He  has also qualified for 
an International Baby CH Title and CGC, 
CGCA and CGCU (Canine Good Citizen 
titles) on his way to his Show 
Championship. “Thank you to all of my 

mentors, Debra Hopkins, Linda 
Conversa, Linda Kinoshita, Gill Norris 
and everybody else who has and 
continues to guide me to be a better 

handler. Taria and Fame are a team to watch in the ring as they continue on 

to other titles.   His first obedience competition earned him a score of 195 and 
his first leg in Beginner Novice. 

From Debbie Gross:  ENZO, another pup 
from the SF Giant’s litter won a 3 pt. major 
going  Winner’s dog and Best Opposite Sex 
at the Sporting dog Fanciers show In New 
Mexico.   AUBREY, at 10 years old, got a 
first place and a Q Excellent in Fast Agility.  
LEIA retired on October 5 from the the 
Blood Donor program at the Vet School at 
UCDavis.  She is age 8 and started 4 years 

ago.  She did 38 donations and assisted 46 dogs to date.  She saved a lot of 

doggie lives! 

Daisy Mae qualified for her Barn Hunt Master title 11/21 
with her proud Mom Sandra Sue Mocco. 

 

Willie Mac owned by Robbie McAlexander went to his 
first Barn Hunt in Santa Rosa.  He passed  Instinct and is 
now moving on to Novice. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/n/?photo.php&fbid=10206798352951496&set=pcb.1662145084058048&type=3&relevant_count=2&aref=1448158224318855&medium=email&mid=1662145084058048&n_m=windwalker@powernet.net


WE REMEMBER ROGER: 

ROCKVILLE’S GOLD RUN JH NAJ NA RN THD NSD NRD V PET THERAPY/READ    

4/28/2002-12/25/2015 

Our condolences to Bruce and Debbie Gross as the 

loss of their beloved Roger.  

 Roger’s sire and dam, Grady & Lacy, were bred at 

the Gold Run Rest Stop on Highway 80, hence his 

name.  Roger had a very quiet and laid back 

temperament and loved people. He had many AKC 

titles  Roger was a Pet Therapy dog and R E A D dog 

for the kids at the Cordelia library with Bruce.  He 

did dog dancing with Debbie and was a naturally 

retriever and pointer and he qualified for his JH 

with 4 straight runs.  Agility was EASY for 

him. Roger took a liking 

to having his picture 

taken and Debbie stopped 

showing in agility because if anyone started taking 

pictures, he ran to the camera to pose!  He was on 

call for the Solano DA’s office for a Court Room dog.  

He was also a blood donor at UC Davis.  He loved to 

“dress up” and was known for his “top hat and 

tuxedo” outfit. 

Roger’s love of the camera led him to Hollywood!  He 

was in the Dog Actor’s Guild and has made three 

movies.  He had no fear on set of any sounds, object's, 

or movement and they loved working with him.  He 

would sit-stay or down-stay forever and knew how to 

follow the camera.   

Roger will be sadly missed by Debbie and Bruce and all of his friends.   

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

We also received word that Linda Smalldon’s dog Frasier, CH Windwalker’s Wild Glenfiddich 
CD, passed away, 11/14/2002-12/23/2015.  Linda, who passed away earlier this year was a 
former member of San Francisco Bay Weimaraner Club before she moved to Arizona.  Frasier 
was her pride and joy and was being cared for by a dear friend.  Rest in peace with Linda, old 
boy.  
 



NEWS FROM WEIMARANER CLUB OF AMERICA: 

ORDER YOUR 2016 WCA WEIMARANER CALENDAR VIA PAYPAL AT 
www.weimaranerclubofamerica.org  or mail your check for $15 
made out to WCA to: 

Kelly Ann Kwiatek 
45 McKenzie Ave 
East Rutherford, N.J. 07073 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to WCA website to Join or order merchandise.  www.weimaranerclubofamerica.org  

 

DONATION REQUEST FOR NATIONAL BIRD DOG OF FAME MUSEUM – WEIMARANER EXHIBIT 

For the past few years your WCA Field Committee has been working diligently to secure a Weimaraner presence in the 
National Bird Dog Museum in Grand Junction, Tennessee.  Thanks to the donations that many have given, we are now 
very close to opening our exhibit.  Display cabinets have been made and we are now working to gather memorabilia and 
pictures to fill our display.  In addition to our original display area, the Museum has granted us the use of another area 
right up front.  This will greatly improve our visibility and dearly double the space we have to use.  Our intent is to use 
the front area to showcase the winners of the most current WCA National Field Trial events as well as members of the 
WCA Hall of Fame who dominated in the field.  The area in the rear of the building will showcase pictures as well as 
digital media in a looped format via a flat screen television.  Both areas will contain items rich in history of the 
Weimaraner as well as the people who have made great contributions to the Weimaraner afield.  

 DONATIONS ARE NEEDED TO MAINTAIN OUR EXHIBIT AND FULFILL OUR ENDOWNMENT REQUIREMENTS TO THE 
MUSEUM.  PLEASE DONATE TO THE WEIMARANER FOUNDATION FUND “WFF”IN CARE OF THE BIRD DOG MUSEUM 
EXHIBIT.   

SEND DONATIONS TO WFF TREASURER, REBECCA WEIMER, 14 LASHLEY ESTATES DR., SWANSEA, IL. 62226 

Questions, Connie Nowell, WCA Field Committee Chair, 501 940-1586  rcnowell@hotmail.com 

 

http://weimaranerclubofamerica.org/main/images/pdf/wca_memberapplication.pdf
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LIVING WITH A PACK OF THIEVES!                                              Arlene Marshrey 

Our Weimaraners like to sniff out things, eat their prize and chew in that order.   Snatch and eat before 

anyone notices is learned early in their life. passed on from one to the other!   

Keely’s philosophy is….First I sniff a scent and then find it….then I try to eat it and if that does not work, I chew 
it up!  Her nose never misses a thing, an attribute we first observed when we brought her home and she 
walked into the kitchen and immediately started scenting.  She makes sure 
things are edible before gulping them down.  When a young pup, she took 
a liking to chewing on items of hard plastic, i.e., 3 TV remote controls, 4 
telephones, 3 computer mouses, numerous pens and pencils, and too 
many other things to mention.  She makes sure these items have been 
recently handled by us and that our scent is strong on them.  Keely is now 
a year old and has begun to realize that hard plastic items are a bit boring.  
She is a tattle-tail and we know that when we hear her barking in the back 
yard, that Gina has stolen something and will not let Keely have any part of 
it.  Keely is still the biggest thief in the kitchen.  She thinks her other name 
is “Keely, get out of the kitchen” as she just wants to help herself!                                                                          
                    I didn’t do it!  
Gina is the queen of thieves.  Her age at 12 years has not slowed her down.  She is the “Boss Dog” around our 
house telling the other in no uncertain terms when they are annoying her, but also licking them lovingly when 
she is in the mood.  Gina is not a dog to turn your back on.  When unpacking groceries in the kitchen, she is 
very observant, and if I move across the room to put something away, she will “snatch and run” with her prize  
from the counter to her nearest convenient safe bush in the back yard, noted by the plastic bags spread 
around it.  Nothing is safe; bags of potatoes, loaves of bread, tortillas, apples, head of cauliflower, etc. etc.  
She will come back in licking her mouth with satisfaction!  She thought she had a prize at Christmas and was 
posed ready to grab our chicken out of the roaster when I caught her.   

Willow is a bit more discreet.  She can be sound asleep (with one eye open) in her bed in the other room when 
I leave the kitchen just for a few minutes.  Upon returning, Willow will be in the kitchen with that innocent 
look and anything not secured is missing.  She ate a plate of Christmas cookies set at the back of the counter 
just before Christmas.  Nary a crumb was left!   

Shane ate half a box of homemade candy last evening that had been left on the kitchen table.  It was in a 
metal container which he opened and he ate about 6 pieces of fudge and chocolate toffee.  The chocolate did 
not bother him a bit and he was a happy boy in the morning.  Shane, our “Champ Counter Surfer”, can reach 
anything on the counter and particularly favors fruit.  He also loves snatching small logs and kindling destined 
for the fireplace and chews them up.  I think he is part beaver.  

Why do we have Weimaraner thieves?  It’s my own fault.  I like to slip the dogs pieces of fresh fruit and 
vegetables when I am cooking.  The dogs are in the kitchen usually on their beds when we are cooking or 
eating, and they know that occasionally someone will get a treat.  They know the kitchen is the “food room” 
full of good smells and if no one is watching, they will follow their instincts.   

So…..How do we rectify this problem?  We try to be diligent in putting things away or out of reach, but you 
can’t always fool a Weimaraner nose!  We do put the dogs in the mud room or into their crates when we 
cannot watch them, but they are always on alert for a chance to help themselves.  

Our Weimaraners also can tell what time it is!  They know exactly when it is time for their biscuit treat.  Gina 
will sit in front of Phil and stare him down until he gets up and gives them dogs biscuits.  That is the signal that 
the kitchen is closed for the day and everyone goes to their favorite dog bed for a nap. 



                                     KEEPING YOUR WEIMARANER HEALTHY 
 
COAT:  Weimaraners shed several times a year.  You may notice the coat looking a bit faded or spotted.  The old hair will 
be lighter, sometimes brown tinged.  The new hair is a darker grey. The shedding process can be helped by brushing, or 
stripping the hair with a tool used on short coats, or using a Pumice stone, or by giving your dog a warm bath.   
Normally, Weimaraner coats stay clean with a minimum amount of care.  If a bath is needed, a simple shampoo is best 
(i.e.,Aloe Vera, etc).   When bathing your dog, check for lumps, dry or flaky  coat or redness on his skin.  
 
NAILS:  The tips of the nails should be clipped frequently to keep them short. Long nails make it difficult for the dog to 
walk and may get caught on something and break.  The recommended nail clipper is a Millers-Forge Large Dog Nail 
Trimmer.  A dremmel grinder can also be used.  Check the pads of the feet for cuts or abrasions.  Wipe dog’s feet if he 
has been walking in an area of pesticides or fertilizer or road salts. 
 
EARS:  Check your dog’s ears frequently for cleanliness.  Remove any dirt with an ear cleaning solution and cotton ball.   
If the ear has an odor or excess dark material, it should be checked by a vet.  
 
EYES:  Check for runny eyes, redness, squinting or irritation.  Anything that does not clear up shortly should be checked 
by a vet. 
 
WEIGHT:  Dogs, just like people, will put on weight if fed too much.  Feed a good quality dog food and measure the 
portion he gets every day.  Also, limit those treats!  Exercise is a key factor in keeping your dog healthy, fit and trim.  If 
you cannot feel those hip bones, your dog might be a little overweight. 
 
VACCINES:  If your dog has been given Distemper/Hepatitis/Parainfluenza/Parvovirus as his puppy shots at 8 & 12 
weeks, (See WCA shot recommendation on their website) this should be sufficient.  A titer may be run after 16 weeks to 
check your dog’s immunity level to Distemper and Parvo.  Other shots are not normally necessary and may stress the 
immune system. Rabies shot is required by State law every three years and should not be given with any other shots.  
For more information see       http://drjeandoddspethealthresource.tumblr.com/post/109120251541/dodds-vaccine-
protocol- 2015#.VoWKk-TTl9B 
In the case of boarding a dog, a Bordatella shot may be required..  .  
 
PARASITES:  If your dog looks thin or you find white objects in the stool, your dog may have worms.   Dogs that frequent 
dog parks occasionally develop whipworms which cannot be observed in the stool. Consult your vet for worming 
medication. 
 
MEDICAL CONDITIONS:  Weimaraners are relatively healthy.  If you feel your dog might be showing signs of any of the 
following conditions, consult your vet. 
 
1.  FOXTAIL:  A foxtail is a grass seed that ripens in May and June.  It has a barb and will penetrate the skin and travel 
inside the body.  Dogs will sometimes sniff them up their nose which will cause violent sneezing.  They can also enter 
any part of the body and cause infection, even death.  Sometimes they show up as an abcess or if in the ear causing 
head shaking.  If you suspect a foxtail, see your vet immediately.   It is wise to keep your dog out of the field when the 
foxtails ripen. 
 
2. ALLERGYS:  Red skin, scratching, runny eyes, chewing on feet can all be caused by allergys, either to food or something 
in the environment.  A change of food may help.  Allergys are sometimes the result of a poor immune system or 
vaccinosis..  
 
3.  CANCER:  This disease kills 1 out of every three dogs of all breeds.  Be watchful for limping, lumps that are attached 
(as opposed to fatty tumors that are loose under the skin), lumps that are crusty, discolored or draining, a chronic 
cough, red runny eye, weight loss, etc.   
 

http://drjeandoddspethealthresource.tumblr.com/post/109120251541/dodds-vaccine-protocol-
http://drjeandoddspethealthresource.tumblr.com/post/109120251541/dodds-vaccine-protocol-


4.  AUTO IMMUNE DISEASE:  Some Weimaraners, because of their genetic makeup, may develop Auto Immune episodes 
where the immune system reacts to its own body.  Vaccines can trigger this reaction in young dogs and they will show 
signs of a high temperature and soreness in the neck and joints and diarrhea..  Treatment consists of Prednasone over a 
period of time.   A dog who has had an Auto Immune Reaction should never again receive a vaccination. 
 
5.  THYROID:  As a dog ages, the Thyroid function may decrease, causing weight gain or loss, poor coat, hair loss itching, 
lethargic behavior, urine leaking, behavioral problems, etc.  Testing for low thyroid function is recommended in these 
cases.  Even if the test shows the thyroid range is in the low normal level, thyroid medication should be started as 
Weimaraners seem to not fit into the standard range for Thyroid values. 
 
6.  BLOAT/STOMACH TORSION: Weimaraners, being deep chested dogs, are on the list of dogs who occasionally may 
develop Bloat.  The stomach fills up with gas, then rotates causing a torsion and cuts off the blood supply. The dog will 
be agitated, will try to throw up, will be restless and will have a “bloated” look. THIS IS AN EMERGENCY SITUATION 
WHICH REQUIRES IMMEDIATE VET CARE AND SURGERY.  Do not waste time, call your vet to say you are coming in 
now!.  Ask for an x-ray to determine the position of the stomach. With immediate care your dog can recover completely.  
If this condition is not dealt with, the dog will die. 
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